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Dear Members of the Admissions Committee,
When I first tried to build a chatbot that could understand Persian colloquial language, with its regional dialects, code-switching, and cultural references, I ran into technical limitations that existing tools could not overcome. That frustrating experience with an underrepresented language and an underserved community became the defining motivation for my academic journey into Artificial Intelligence. I believe that NLP systems must serve all of humanity, not just the English-speaking world, and I want to contribute to building that more equitable future. It is with this motivation that I apply to the MSc in Artificial Intelligence at the University of Amsterdam.
My undergraduate studies at Isfahan University of Technology gave me rigorous training in computer engineering with a specialization in AI. I graduated with a GPA of 18.2/20, ranking first in my specialization track among 42 students, and completed a thesis on a deep learning-based facial emotion recognition system built in PyTorch that reached 96.3% accuracy on the test set. More formative still were my eighteen months (January 2023 – June 2024) as an undergraduate research assistant in the Machine Learning Lab under Prof. Mohammad Rezaei. There I developed a BERT-based text classification pipeline for Persian NLP tasks, reached 94% accuracy in sentiment analysis on a custom Persian dataset, and published an abstract at the 5th National Conference on Artificial Intelligence in Iran.
The two-year MSc in Artificial Intelligence at the University of Amsterdam is my first choice for clear and specific reasons. The programme is taught in English and has a strong research orientation, which is exactly what I need at this stage. The research of Professor [Professor Name] on [research topic, e.g. multilingual language models] is directly relevant to my interests, and I would be honored to contribute to that work through my master's thesis.
I am aware that the programme is highly competitive, and I believe my profile (strong GPA, research experience, a conference abstract, proficiency in Python, PyTorch, and Hugging Face, and an IELTS score of 7.5) positions me well for its demands. I am also motivated by the chance to bring a perspective shaped by working on a morphologically rich language like Persian, which I believe has much to offer the global NLP research community.
My long-term goal is to lead a research group focused on low-resource language NLP, building tools that serve Persian, Dari, Pashto, and other underrepresented languages. Graduate study at the University of Amsterdam would be a critical stepping stone toward that ambition. I am committed, intellectually curious, and ready to make the most of this opportunity.
Thank you for considering my application. I would be glad to contribute to the research community in Amsterdam and to grow as a researcher there.
Respectfully yours,
Zahra Karimi
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